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Arts & Leisure

Danny Hoch as
Madman, a disk
jockey, in his
one-man show,
“Some People.”

Pauli Cour

Ritfing on a City

SUNDAY VIEW/Vincent Canby

‘Some People’

If, liké me, vou missed “Some
People,”  Danny Hoch’s one-man
show, when it played at P.S. 122 last
yvear, you've been given a reprieve.
Mr. Hoch and his cast of urban char-
acters are now at the Shiva Theater
in the Joseph Papp Public Theater.
He is an alternately hilarious and
somber delight in a 90-minute turn
(played with no intermission) that
effortlessly captures New York City
sights, sounds, smells and attiiudes
in sketches of 11 different people
Among them: the Caribbean Ti-
ger, a manic Hispanic deejay who
talks faster than I can think. Kaz-
mierczack, a polite, soft-spoken Pol
ish plumber who, while fixing a sink,
somehow becomes sidetracked tell-
mg a story about (did 1 hear correct-
ly?) a cat vomiting into a shoe, and
Blanca, a big-hearted voung Hispan-
ic woman with a mind of her own
Says Blanca, after a long, wander-
ing, very funny monologue about her
life, her loves and her gay room-

mate, I think I have to learn to In
nice o myself.”

On the basis of this one show, M
Hoch would seem 1o be remarkabl
gifted as an actor, mimic, social crit
ic and anthropologist. He collect
and writes his own material, which
al the Public, has been directed b
Jo Bonnev, who also directed thre
of Eric Bogosian's one-man show:
My, Hoch is cooler than Mr. Bog
sian, meanihg only that his mone
logues don’t have Mr. Bogosian
narrative shapeliness. Instead, the
seem [ree-flowing, as if improvise
on the spot. They are like music:
riffs, like jazz. They also have somu
thing of the same effect. You i
spond in a purely emotional wav
what vou're hearing, while getun
an extra boest from your awarenc:
of the artistry involved. Good the:
ter works that way

SOME PEOPLE Portraying 11
characters, Danny Hoch has built
monologues like musical riffs.




